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SUBJECT: COMPUTERS TO LIBYA 

REF: SECTO 2025 

1 . ALL COMPUTERS REQUIRE LICENSES OR GENERAL APPROVAL FROM 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. IN MAKING LICENSING JUDGMENTS 
COMMERCE CONSIDERS RISK OF DIVERSION TO PROSCRIBED DESTI- 
NATIONS, ACTIVITIES OF END USER, AND PROPOSED END USE FOR 
ALL LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND, FOR ADVANCED COMPUTERS, ALSO 
CONSULTS DOD, STATE, AND ERDA FOR NATIONAL SECURITY, 

FOREIGN POLICY AND NUCLEAR IMPLICATIONS OF TRANSACTION. 

2. COMMERCE HAS REVIEWED ITS 1976 LICENSING RECORDS FOR 
CASE-BY-CASE SALES AND FOUND THAT NO LICENSES WERE ISSUED 
FOR COMPUTER EXPORTS TO A LIBYAN MILITARY ENTITY. EXPORT 
LICENSES TOTALLING DOLS 2.25 MILLION (THE LARGEST 
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DOLS 550,000) WERE ISSUED FOR COMPUTERS FOR CIVILIAN USES 
IN SUCH AREAS AS PETROLEUM EXPLORATION, GEOPHYSICAL MAPPING, 

AND BUSINESS. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE 
SPECIFICALLY WHETHER ANY OF THESE COMPUTERS WOULD BE 
ADAPTABLE TO "MILITARY USE". IT SEEMS LIKELY ON THE FACE 
OF IT THAT SOME COULD BE USED BY THE MILITARY FOR SOME 
OF THE SAME PURPOSES CIVILIAN ENTITIES WOULD USE THEM FOR. 
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WE WOULD BE INCLINED TO DOUBT THAT ANY WERE IMPORTED BY 
LIBYA STRICTLY FOR MILITARY-TYPE USES, HOWEVER. 

3. A MORE LIBERAL BULK LICENSING PROCEDURE PERMITS SHIP- 
MENT OF MEDIUM AND SMALL SIZE COMPUTERS TO A NUMBER OF 
COUNTRIES, INCLUDING LIBYA. AT LEAST ONE MAIOR U.S. 

COMPUTER MANUFACTURER IS AUTHORIZED TO USE THIS PROCEDURE 
FOR SHIPMENTS TO LIBYA BUT THE VOLUME OF SUCH SHIPMENTS 
IN 1976, IF ANY, IS UNKNOWN. A CHANGE IS UNDER CONSIDERA- 
TION THAT WOULD EXCLUDE LIBYA FROM THIS PROCEDURE WHILE 
MAKING EGYPT, ALGERIA, SUDAN, SYRIA, AND NORTH YEMEN 
ELIGIBLE. THESE COUNTRIES ARE NOT NOW ELIGIBLE BECAUSE 
THEY DID NOT HAVE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH U.S. WHEN THE 
BULK LICENSING PROCEDURE WAS ESTABLISHED. THIS ANOMALY 
EXISTS BECAUSE THE PROCEDURE HAS NOT BEEN REVISED TO TAKE 
INTO CONSIDERATION RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND IS THE REASON FOR THE CHANGES PRESENTLY BEING 
CONSIDERED BY COMMERCE. IT SHOULD BE NOTED. HOWEVER, 

THAT EXPORTERS OF COMPUTERS TO EGYPT CAN STILL AVAIL 
THEMSELVES OF CASE-BY-CASE APPLICATIONS, WHICH ARE NOT 
EXCLUDED BECAUSE OF INELIGIBILITY FOR BULK LICENSE. 
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